Melbourne, Australia

August 29th - September 5th, 1908

MADNESS IN
MELBOURNE
Shortly after 11:00 am on
Saturday, 29 August, the fleet
rounded Port Philip Heads to
start the thirty-mile trip to
anchorage at Hobson's Bay.
Melbourne does not have
headlands like Sydney for
spectators to view have viewed
the arrival. Instead the people
could watch the entry to
advantage only from ships and
boats. This port was to be
universally acclaimed the best
port-of-call of the entire cruise.
Sailors were greeted like
heroes and enjoyed the favor of
the citizens of Melbourne.

Souvenir of the American Fleet's Visit to the Commonwealth of Australia
1908. This booklet was published by the N.S.W. Bookstall Company of
Sydney. I have included selected pages below to share as the booklet is
length. Uniquely it contains photographs from Underwood & Underwood
which were not used on postcards and are generally not see.

Want to know
more about this
site?

Do you
have a question or
comment, maybe
something you
would just like to
share, drop me an
email here.

The above selection of pictures include three images from President Roosevelt on the Mayflower
observing the fleet departure from Hampton Roads. In the gather of people with him is included Admiral
Evans, Sperry, and Captain Sims. The page in the upper center provides the thoughts of
King Edward: "Desended from a common ancestry, offshoots from the same sturdy parent stem, the
American and the Australian are one in their language, ideas, sentiments, and aspirations, and, whilst
each is working out his own salvation in ways that may differ in detail, the ultimate aim of the two
nations is practically the same.

WELCOME THE AMERICAN
FLEET
FLEET FACTS

THE GREAT
WHITE FLEET

A hand tinted card of a division of
the "white fleet" at sea made by
CB & Company. The signal flags
spelling W-E-L-C-O-M-E. At right
an Australian Gal makes "eyes"
with an American eagle.
Australia Welcomes America
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"Advance, Australia"
The arrival of the American Fleet in Australia did not go
un-noticed by the British government back in London.
A cartoon in Punch Magazine dated September 29th,
comments "Glad to see they're getting on together so
nicely, and I hope the yong'un 'll pick up some notion of
a hornpipe from his sailor friend; for I've never been able
to teach it him!" The hope was becoming that Australia
would soon start building a navy to protect itself.

Reference
books
on the

Great White
Fleet

On Monday the fleet's formal entry to the city included the landing
of a naval brigade at Port Melbourne that marched to the city.
At left: Steamers from the battleships maneuver their liberty boat
tows along side the pier. The HMS Powerful can be seen in the
background.

"Other nations
may do what you
have done, but
they'll have to
follow you."
Teddy Roosevelt
February 22, 1909

On Thursday, the event highlight of the visit occurred, the
pass in review. The review included 2,500 officers,
sailors, and marines of the American Fleet, 6,000
Commonwealth Naval and Military Forces of Victoria, and
800 cadets. One group of cadets from Ballarat had
marched five days to participate in the review.
At Right: Sailor Prade through Melbourne

What did Military
History Magazine
have to say?

That night a dinner for 3,000 was planned for the
sailors at 7:00 pm. Only one sailor arrived. With a
delay till 9:00 pm there was a crowd of seven. The
paper explained it as such, "When every tar has a girl
on his arm it is easy to understand he does not want
to leave the lights and the crowd to pass the time in
the company of men with whom he has to live on
board ship."
At left: Sailors pass reviewing officers

The largest and
most diverse
collection of GWF
items ever found!
Take a look.

Every window, roof and other
projection was jammed and
the American bluejacket
marched through six miles of
madly cheering people. San
Francisco' enthusiasm was
dwarfed by the people of
Melbourne. Hospitals were
full of people who had been
trampled in the streets or had
fallen off buildings while
watching the parade.

A grandstand collapsed and a bridge broke down under the weight of crowds. Two
sailors were killed by rampaging trolleys whose motormen seemed infected by the
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general madness. The entertain choices were endless. Admiral Sperry counted
seventeen dinners, dances, and parties in a single day. Melbourne was able to
wear down the American Fleet with their welcome!
At right: A postcard showing Admiral Schoeder and USS Virginia from images used on
cigarette cards. At the bottom "Advance Australia".

One of the best groups of photographs to document the fleet's visit to Melbourne and Sydney are the
Rose Stereograph cards. These cards were done by professional photographers that created high
resolution images which were developed and processed to last for years. Above are three cards from
the Melbourne parade. To see my entire collection of these stereographs select this link.

BANQUET GIVEN BY THE
COMMONWEALTH OF
AUSTRALIA
Invitaton to the Parliment House for dinner.
This event was the most important social event
of the fleet's visit in Melbourne. The dinner was
a social affair of the highest order inviting the
most important political, military, and business
leaders of the community.

Australia Welcomes America, Parliment House Melbourne August 31.
1908
The dinner included a selection of wines for each course from all regions of the country. The dinner was
an eight-course event of French specialities.

Above is the Plan of Tables for the banquet. The index to the seating at the tables reads like a "whos
who" of Melbourne. At the front and center can be seen the Admirals of the fleet. (select images to find
your place at the table)
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Program for Melbourne, part of the Emanuel Lofquist
Collection

This is a unique souvenir
from the Federal Palace
Hotel. On the cover an
image of the USS
Georgia taken from
cigarette cards that were
popular duing he period.
The Les Cowman
Collection, Australia
A Souvenir of the Federal
Palace Hotel

Rates for food and lodging at the Federal
Palace Hotel for the Fleet's Visit

From the collection
assembled by
Frank Lesher, USS Virginia

One of the most unique set of souvenirs in my collection are the items that were brought home by Frank
Lesher of the USS Virginia. These are two items he retrieved in Melbourne and described in his letter
home as follows: "Went up to our friends at the piano store and he gave us the Fiji Island curios that he
had promised us. He gave me a hatchet made out of stone and wood, and two war clubs that they used to
beat each other over the head with. These are genuine articles as he lived in the islands for four years."

To the KING . . . . To the UNITED STATES
This is a menu for a dinner reception for the American Fleet's visit to Mirboo. On September 1st, at
Mirboo, over 100 miles from Melborne the Fleet was treated to a dinner including roast turkey, fowl,
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beef and pork. Also on the menu was ham and ox tongue! Planned toasts were given throughout the
dinner to the King, the United States, the Federal and State Parliments, and our Visitors. Graphics for
the program included the seal on the back "ADVANCE AUSTRALIA."

"Baw Baw Mountains
Dear Beatrice, I dropped you a line
from Sydney. Our next stop is
Albany. Be sure and write because
I get mail in Manila. HM"
Beconsfield Parade and Gardens
Paul Best, USS Kentucky, "Dear
Paul, Vear has been transferred to
another boat. If he as will you send
his address. I am sure he has
forgotten Melbourne and its
inhabitants. How did you like
Yokohama. This is Port Melbourne
Pier where you used to coal."

Foliage Treasure Gardens

Sheet Music for "Suns of Uncle Sam"
Sung in Australia by Australians

Miss Florence Sample, Seattle, WA
Hello Fay, How are you. I am
having a graced time. Be Good,
Eddie

Press Dinner
Given on the 29th of
August 1908 at the
State Parliament
House in honour of the
Journalists
accompanying the
fleet of the United
States

The Melbourne
Welcome
On September 2, he
visited the Northcote
Town Hall for the evening
events. The evening
events included song,
recitation, solos and
dance.
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Emanuel Lofquist, USS
Connecticut, received an
Honorary Member's Ticket to the
Melbourne Bicycle Club on
September 8,1908.

A pass to the Olympic
Athletic Club for ENS
Lofquist

Making the Rounds
As a young officer Midshipman
Lofquist had the opportunity to attend
many of the special events in
Melbourne including a garden party
at the Government House on Rose
Bay, Wednesday th 26th of August at
3 pm.

A postal with
Melbourne Town Hall

Melbourne, Aug 31, 08
Here we are Yirlie. I haven't heard from you
since we left Honolulu. The steamer that was
to bring us mail was lost in a storm and can't
be found and I am out of luck for home mail. I
was in the storm, thought of all my meanness.
Thought my time had come, waves looked like
mountains. Bye Bye, Lovingly yours, Ray

Uncle Sam and the Kanga
Welcome to Australia

The American Fleet series
was issued for the fleet arrival
showing life in Australia.
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RECEPTION AND
GRAND CONCERT
On Wednesday, September 2nd
the Government of Victoria held
a reception and grand concert at
the Exhibition hall in the evening.
This is the program for that
event providing the selections
for the evening

The evening provided for the combined Choirs of the Melbourne Philharmonic Society, The Victorian
Festiva Choral Society, and the Women's Choir, "augmented by picked voices and forming a choir of
good voices." The evening opened with a March by Wagner "Hail, Bright Abode" and finished with a
march by Holzmann, "American Grit." The conductor was Lieutenant Riley.

This set of cards is tabled the MS Series and depicts scenes from in and around Melbourne. I am not
sure how many were in the series but keep finding new ones to add to my collection.

Osboldstone & Attkins - Souvenir post cards of he American
Fleet visiting Australia. Above the Kentucky, above and the
right Louisiana and at right the Connecticut. Series includes
multiple cards of fleet units.

Page 7 / 9

Souvenir and Official Program for the American Fleet Reception Victoria 1908
The booklet provided a complete schedule for each day of events planned for the fleet visit. It also has a nice
set of photographs to identify buildings and scenes in the city. It is opened with a set of images including
Roosevelt and Sperry and closes with a winged angel saying good-bye to the fleet.

On Thursday Evening, September 3rd, Sailors and Marines were
entertained by the Commonwealth Government at dinner at the
Exhibition Building and afterwards in the Arena at displays that were
provided by the Commonwealth Navval Forces of Victoria and the Fire
Brigade.
At left is a ticket to the display that was to be presented at the Oval
Entrance to the North of the Aquarium Building.

WELCOME TO OUR COUSINS FROM OVER THE SEAS,
WELCOME TO OUR COUSINS FROM THE COUNTRY
The Commonwealth Fleet Reception Committe afforded to entertain daily several
hundred of the Officers and Men of the fleet at the Claciarium, an ice skating rink
that hosted ladies hocky matches, mens hocky matches, hurdle and obstacle
races and a Grand Fancy Dress Carnival on Friday evening, September 4th.
Music was provided by First-Class Orchestra under the direction of Herr Paul
Sonderhof.

These cards are part of a series that was published by F & J Company of Australia. The upper group have an
emblem of the American and Australian flags while the lower cards display the captains and admirals of the
fleet. These cards were probably inexpensive and available in sets.
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Farewell Luncheon
On the 4th of September at the
Sttae Parliament House the
Government of Victoria hosted
Rear Admiral Sperry and Officers
for a farewell lunch.

AMERICAN FLEET SOUVENIR
These cards are from a series manufactured by W & B of Melbourne. The cards above were available
upon the fleet arrival as souvenirs of the fleet visit and were purchased by Jackies and the commuity of
Melbourne. The three cards above are from the Louisiana, Illinois and Virginia with two mailed by
people from Melborne and one by a sailor mailed home to the States. The second line contains five
un-used cards including Maine, Vermont, Kansas, Ohio, and Missouri.

Desertions were high in Melbourne, over 300 sailors tried to stay with their girls. More than 200 were
successful ! Before leaving Melbourne, souvenir medals were presented to every member of the fleet.
The ships also gained additional mascots, dogs, monkeys, parrots, wallabies, kangaroos, and koala
bears.
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